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old comrade in the same town. But my Congress friends did not
misunderstand my actions.
As far as I was concerned, I had decided to make a clear distinction
between supporting the policies of the ruling Congress Party and
having personal friendship with party men in positions of authority.
I had entered the election campaign only to explain to the public
the reasons why they should vote for the Congress Party. I had not
done so in order to join the Congress Party. "When the elections are
over, I shall again keep aloof from politics. I do not even intend to
attend meetings to celebrate victory." I explained all this on plat-
forms and in my conversations with friends.
When the Congress Party was in power I had met Kamaraj only
on public platforms. The two exceptions occurred at an early period
when I had met him in his house in the company of comrade
Baladandayutham. Apart from those two meetings I had never
called on him at his house, even on his birthdays. To that extent was
I cautious in my relations with the Congress.
But when the elections of 1967 brought defeat on an unimaginable
scale to Kamaraj and his party, I was so overcome by emotion that I
myself went in search of Kamaraj. I found him talking with some
friends. Like a general of an army he spoke firmly and calmly.
Groups after groups of persons came in and with tears and wailings
fell at his feet as though they had been guilty of some error. He
consoled them all. Sampath was with me at that time. When the
crowd dispersed Sampath and I had a private talk with Kamaraj.
Kamaraj asked me: "What do you think? Did you expect that
things would turn out this way?"
I said: "No. There is no sadness or loss in this for me. But I am
greatly disappointed."
"Yes, we must expect all this in democracy. A lot of middle class
support went over to them," Kamaraj said.
I mentioned that the policies of Chief Minister Bhaktavatsalam
were mainly responsible for the debacle. Kamaraj did not either
accept or reject my appraisal. He then began to speak with enthu-
siasm. "After this defeat, the Congress Party will regain significant
support from the middle class people. The DMK has made promises
that can never be fulfilled and has deceived not merely the common
people but the educated people as well. They will be the first to suffer.
To meet the situation, the Congress Party must organize new bases of
strength. I shall travel all over Tamil Nadu and meet the people."